STRUCTURE QUESTIONS (Paper and Computer)

5. While in reality Alpha Centauri is a triple 8. As its name suggests, the Prairie
star, to the naked eye to be a single Wetlands Resource Center the
star. protection of wetlands on the prairies of
the Dakotas, Montana, Minnesota, and

(A) itappears

(B) butitappears Nebraska.
(C) appears (A) itfocuses
(D) despite it (B) focuses on
(C) focusing
6. The Sun’s gravity severely distorted the (D) to focus on
path of the comet entered its
wildly erratic orbit around Jupiter. 9. One of the largest and most powerful
, birds of prey in the world, a six-
(A) 1t foot wingspan and legs and talons
(B) when

roughly the size of a man’s arms and

(C) after the comet came into it
legs.

(D) once the comet
(A) so the harpy has
7. Each object Jupiter’s magnetic (B) the harpy having
field is deluged with electrical charges. (C) with the harpy having
(D) the harpy has

(A) enters
(B) itenters
(C) entering
(D) enter

10.

creation of such a community was
a desirable step, the requisite political
upheaval had to be accepted.

(A) Since the
(B) The

(C) Later, the
(D) Itwasthe

MORE SENTENCES WITH MULTIPLE CLAUSES

As we saw in Skills 6 through 8, many sentences in English have more than one clause. In
Skills 9 through 12, we will see more patterns for connecting the clauses in sentences with
multiple clauses. Because these patterns appear frequently in English and on the TOEFL
test, you should be very familiar with them.

SKiLL 9: USE NOUN CLAUSE CONNECTORS CORRECTLY

A noun clause 1s a clause that functions as a noun; because the noun clause is a noun, it is
used in a sentence as either an object of a verb, an object of a preposition, or the subject of
the sentence.

I know |when _}_1_6_3_ will arrive.

NOUN CLAUSE AS OBJECT OF VERB

I am concerned about | when he will arrive.

NOUN CLAUSE AS OBJECT OF PREPOSITION

When he will arrive | is not important.

NOUN CLAUSE AS SUBJECT
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218 STRUCTURE

In the first example there are two clauses, I know and he will arrive. These two clauses are
Jomed with the connector when. When changes the clause he will arrive into a noun clause
that functions as the object of the verb know.

In the second example the two clauses I am concerned and he will arrive are also joined by
the connector when. When changes the clause he will arriveinto a noun clause that functions
as the object of the preposition about.

The third example is more difficult. In this example there are two clauses, but they are
a little harder to recognize. He will arrive is one of the clauses, and the connector when
changes it into a noun clause that functions as the subject of the sentence. The other
clause has the noun clause when he will arrive as its subject and s as its verb.

The following example shows how these sentence patterns could be tested in structure
questions on the TOEFL test.

Example from the Paper and Computer TOEFL® Tests 5

was late caused many problems.

(A) Thathe
(B) The driver
(C) There

(D) Because

In this example there are two verbs, was and caused, and each of these verbs needs a sub-
ject. Answer (B) is wrong because the driver is one subject, and two subjects are needed.
Answers (C) and (D) are incorrect because there and because are not subjects. The best
answer is answer (A). If you choose answer (A), the completed sentence would be: That he
was late caused many problems. In this sentence heis the subject of the verb was, and the noun
clause that he was lateis the subject of the verb caused.

The following chart lists the noun clause connectors and the sentence patterns used
with them:

NOUN CLAUSE CONNECT s.;'j, S

* what, when, where, why, how . whatever,wh._enever . whether, if  * that

NOUN CLAUSEAS OBECT .

S V Cnoun connectoD S Vv

I know ‘what

NOUN CLAUSE AS SUBJECT

(noun connectoa S V




STRUCTURE QUESTIONS (Paper and Computer)

EXERCISE 9: Each of the following sentences contains more than one clause. Underline
the subjects once and the verbs twice. Circle the connectors. Put boxes around the noun
clauses. Then indicate if the sentences are correct (C) or incorrect (I).

¢ 1 the season starts | is determined by the weather.

_1_ 2 The manual the device should be built.

— 3. The schedule indicated if the teams would be playing in the final game.

— 4. He refused to enter a plea could not be determined by the lawyer.

— 5. Talked about where we should go for lunch.

— 6. Why the condition of the patient deteriorated so rapidly it was not explained.
— 7. Whether or not the new office would be built was to be determined at the meeting.
— 8. That the professor has not yet decided when the paper is due.

— 9 The.contract will be awarded is the question to be answered at the meeting.

—10. He always talked with whomever he pleased and did whatever he wanted.

SkiLL 10: USE NOUN CLAUSE CONNECTOR/SUBJECTS CORRECTLY

In Skill 9 we saw that noun clause connectors were used to introduce noun subject clauses
or noun object clauses. In Skill 10 we will see that in some cases a noun clause connector is
not just a connector; a noun clause connector can also be the subject of the clause at the
same time.

I do not know |what is|in the box.

NOUN CLAUSE AS OBJECT OF VERB

We are concerned about | who will do the work.

NOUN CLAUSE AS OBJECT OF PREPOSITION

Whoever is coming to the party | must bring a gift.

NOUN CLAUSE AS SUBJECT

In the first example there are two clauses: I do not know and what is in the box. These two
clauses are joined by the connector what. It is important to understand that in this sen-
tence the word what serves two functions. It is both the subject of the verb is and the con-
nector that joins the two clauses.

In the second example there are two clauses. In the first clause we is the subject of are.
In the second clause whois the subject of will do. Who also serves as the connector that joins
the two clauses. The noun clause who will do the work functions as the object of the preposi-
tion about. \

In the last example there are also two clauses: whoever is the subject of the verb s com-
ing, and the noun clause whoever is coming to the party is the subject of must bring. The word
whoever serves two functions in the sentence: It is the subject of the verb is coming, and it is
the connector that joins the two clauses.



