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SkiLL 36: USETHE CORRECT TENSEWITH WILL AND WOULD

Certain combinations of verbs are very common in English. One is the combination of the
simple present and wrll.

I know that they will arrive soon.
It is certain that he will graduate.

Another combination that is quite common is the combination of the simple past and
would.

I knew that he would arrive.

It was certain that he would graduate.

It is important to stress that in the combination discussed here, the present should be used
with will and the past should be used with would; they generally should not be mixed.

The common errors that must generally be avoided are the combination of the past
with will and the combination of the present with would.

I know that he would* arrive soon.
It was certain that he will* graduate.

In the first example, the present, know, is illogical with would. It can be corrected in two dif-
ferent ways.

I knew that he would arrive soon.

I know that he will arrive soon.

In the second example, the past, was, is illogical with will. It can also be corrected in two
different ways.

It was certain that he would graduate.

It s certain that he will graduate.

The following chart outlines the use of tenses with will and would:

USING CORRECT TENSESWITH WILL AND WOULD

VERB MEANING : USE

will after the present"’f - do not use with past

would after the past do not use with present

NOTE: There is a different modal would that is used to make pohte requests ThlS type of would is often used
with the present tense. S

| would like to know if you hfqire a pé:hcilzthaf'l ébufld bo_rer.

EXERCISE 36: Each of the following sentences contains will or would. Underline the verbs
twice and decide if the meanings are logical. Then indicate if the sentences are correct (C)
or incorrect (I).

_ 1 1. He knew that he will be able to pass the exam.

_C 9. 1 think thatI will leave tomorrow.

— 3. Paul did not say when he will finish the project.
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Jake doubts that he would have time to finish the project.
I know that I will go if I can afford it.
The police officer indicated that he would write a ticket if he has the time.

Students will often study in the library before they go to classes or before they go

home.
He told me that he thought he will get the job in spite of his lack of education.

The executive vice president emphasizes at the conferences that the board would not

change its position.

Students will register for classes according to who has the highest number of units.

EXERCISE (Skills 33-36): Underline the verbs twice in each of the following sentences.
Then indicate if the sentences are correct (C) or incorrect (I).

1.

10.

When he receives the money from the insurance company two days ago, he had

already rebuilt the house.

The position on the city council will be filled next week when the electorate votes.
The dentist fills the cavities every time the x-rays show that it was necessary.

When the bell rang, the students have left the class.

The space shuttle would be launched next month if the weather is good.

The special delivery package has arrived by noon yesterday.

It is probable that the students who were tested yesterday were quite successful.
After forty-five students had signed up for the class, the class was closed.

The parking at the arena was inadequate for the tremendous number of drivers who

will want to park there.

They have not returned to Rhode Island since they left in 1970.

TOEFL EXERCISE (Skills 33-36): Choose the letter of the underlined word or group of
words that is not correct.

1.

In several of his paintings, Edward Hicks depicted the Quaker farm in Pennsylvania
A
where he spends his youth.
B C D

— 2. Florida has become the twenty-seventh state in the United States on March 3, 1845.

A B C D
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- 3

After last week’s meeting, the advertising department quickly realized that the

A B
product will need a new slogan.
C D
. John F. Kennedy’s grandfather, John F. Fitzgerald, serves two terms as the mayor of
A B C
Boston in the beginning of the twentieth century.
D
Fort Ticonderoga, a strategically important fortification during the Revolution, had
' A
since been reconstructed and turned into a museum.
B C D
In making their calculations, Institute researchers assume that the least costly form of
A B
energy would be used.
C D

A twenty-one-year-old man became the second casualty yesterday when he loses
A B C

control of his truck.
D

Most people had written with quill pens until pens with metal points become popular
A B C D
in the middle of the nineteenth century.

In a determined drive to pare its debt, Time Warner is launching a stock offering

A B C
plan that would potentially raise $2.8 billion.
D
The formula used in the study calls for either peroxide or metaldehyde, but
A B C
metaldehyde was not always available.
D

TOEFL REVIEW EXERCISE (Skills 1-36): Choose the letter of the word or group of
words that best completes the sentence.

1. in the United States declined from 2. Because of his reservations about the
twenty million in 1910 to nine million in issue, refused to vote for it.
the 1970s. (A) who
(A) For a number of horses (B) and
(B) The number of horses (C) which the senator
(C) When the number of horses (D) the senator

(D)

That the number of horses
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3. Bats avoid running into objects by 4. It has been estimated that if we intend to

high-frequency sounds and listening for stay above the starvation level, the
echoes. food supply.

(A) the emission (A) so we will have to double

(B) emitted (B) and it must double

(C) emitting ‘ (C) which it must be doubled

(D) theyemit -(D) we must double

Choose the letter of the underlined word or group of words that is not correct.

— 5. Todetermine an object’s force, the mass and speed of the object must be measure.

A B C D
— 6. The most common time for tornados to occur are in the afternoon or evening on a
A B C
hot, humid spring day.
D
—— 7. Automakers Nissan and Ford and several aerospace research facilities in Great Britain
A
are working lately to apply active noise cancellation to entire cars and planes.
B C D
— 8. When a country in an early stage of development, investments in fixed capital
A B C
are vital.
D
—~———— 9. John Chapman became famous in American folklore as “Jehnny Appleseed” after he
A
plants apple trees throughout the northeastern part of the United States.
B C D

—10. Inasmuch he kept mostly to himself, the author of The Treasure of the Sierra Madre was
A B C D

known as “the mysterious B. Treuen.
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PROBLEMS WITH PASSIVEVERBS

Sentences in which the error is an incorrect passive are common in written expression
questions on the TOEFL test. You therefore need to be able to recognize the correct
form of the passive and to be able to determine when a passive verb rather than an active
verb is needed in a sentence.

The difference between an active and a passive verb is that the subject in an active sen-
tence does the action of the verb, and the subject in a passive sentence receives the action of
the verb. To convert a sentence from active to passive, two changes must be made. (1)
The subject of the active sentence becomes the object of the passive sentence, while the
object of the active sentence becomes the subject of the passive sentence. (2) The verb in
the passive sentence is formed by putting the helping verb bein the same form as the verb
in the active sentence and then adding the past participle of this verb.

Margaret| wrote the |letter|.
SUBJECT OBJECT

The |letter | was written by |Margaret|.
SUBJECT OBJECT

The first example is an active sentence. To convert this active sentence to a passive sen-
tence, you must first make the subject of the active sentence, Margaret, the object of the
passive sentence with &y. The object of the active sentence, letter, becomes the subject of the
passive sentence. Next, the passive verb can be formed. Because wrote is in the past tense in
the active sentence, the past tense of be (was) is used in the passive sentence. Then the verb
wrote in the active sentence is changed to the past participle written in the passive sentence.

It should be noted that in a passive sentence, by + object does not need to be included to
have a complete sentence. The following are both examples of correct sentences.

The letter was written yesterday by Margaret.
The letter was written yesterday.

Notice that these passive sentences are correct if by Margaret is included (as in the first
example) or if by Margaret is omitted (as in the second example).

NOTE: Exercises to practice active and passive forms can be found in Appendix G at the
back of the text. You may want to complete these exercises before you begin Skill 37.

SkiLL 37: USETHE CORRECT FORM OF THE PASSIVE

One way that the passive can be tested on the TOEFL test is simply with an incorrect form
of the passive. The following are examples of passive errors that might appear on the
TOEFL test:

The portrait was painting* by a famous artist.

The project will finished* by Tim.



